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Musi ¢ and Sound Design by Laurence Owen
I NT. LI GHT HOUSE KI TCHEN

Beth runs in fromthe outside. The DOOR CREAKS open and
SLAMS shut .

BETH
(calls) Keira! Are you up there?
Beat .
BETH (cont' d)
I'"ve called the police! They'll be
here soon. ..

CREAKS from above, as of soneone slowy descending the
wooden stair.

BETH (cont' d)
(calls) Keira? Is that you?

Heavy FOOTSTEPS.

BETH (cont' d)
I"'mgoing to wait in nmy car for the
pol i ce!
Keira? If it's you, say sonething!
(whi sper) Wez?

KEI RA
(calls) Beth.

Beth rel eases the breath she was hol ding. The internal door
CREAKS open.

BETH
Keira. Are you alright?

Keira WALKS into the kitchen

BETH (cont' d)
Is there anyone...?? Did you see the
man?

KEI RA
(quiet) | told you, it's the bin bag.



BETH
Are you sure?

KEI RA

There's no-one there. Not anynore.
BETH

Anynor e?
KEI RA

You called the police?

BETH
No, that was just in case there was
sonebody up there, so they'd hear.
Are you alright?

KElI RA
I found sonet hing. Upstairs.
I think you need to cone and see.

BETH
Just tell ne.
Beat .
KEI RA
It's Margot.
BETH
Margot ? Upstairs? No, Margot's in the
avi ary.
KEI RA
She's in the lantern room
BETH
No, | put her in the aviary | ast

ni ght. ..
There's bl ood on your hands. Keira?
Way is there bl ood on your hands?

Ambi ent MUSI C

I NT. LANTERN ROOM LI GHT HOUSE
I nternal door OPENS.

The wi ndow onto the Wdow s WAl k is open. The WND GUSTS
through it.

BETH
VWhere i s she?



KEl RA
The window, it was closed. | swear it
was.

BETH
|l can't see her! Were is she?

She SLAMS the wi ndow shut.
KEl RA

She was right here.
See? There's bl ood on the carpet.

BETH
From t he seagul |
KEl RA
No, no. It's fresh
BETH
Check that side of the room Under

t he bed.
They nove around the space, searching.

KEI RA
When | saw her, | tried to pick her
up, but her wi ngs were spread, |
didn't know how to hold her so | just
| eft her here?

BETH
And now she's gone.

KElI RA
| swear to God, she was right here.

BETH
Were was she bl eeding fron? How, how
hurt was she?

KEl RA
Thi s doesn't make sense.

BETH
No, it doesn't. How did she get al
the way up here if she was hurt?

KElI RA
Bet h. She wasn't just hurt. She was
dead.

Beat .



BETH
Right. So a zonmbi e Margot opened a
w ndow and fl ew away, did she? What
is this, a sequel to the dead parrot
sket ch?

KEI RA
I, I... I"'mjust telling you what |
saw. She | ooked dead. Her eyes were
staring.

BETH
She's a fucking bird, they're quite
starey-eyed.

KEI RA
Wiy are you angry at ne?
BETH
I"'mnot, I... maybe there's a carbon

nonoxi de | eak. W' re hal |l uci nati ng.
You i magi ned that Margot was here.

KEI RA
Li ke we're inmagining the blood on ny
hands?

BETH
I have to go. To the aviary.

Bet h OPENS t he door

KEI RA
(1oud) No.

Keira SHUTS it.

Beat .

BETH
Keira. \What are you doi ng?

KEl RA
You said there was a nan on the
wal kway .

BETH
Yes?

KElI RA
VWhat if he hurt Margot? What if he
t ook her.
What if he's still here.



Beth gives a small WH MPER

KEI RA (cont' d)
| don't think we should go
downstairs. Not right now.

BETH
. no. .

Beat .

BETH (cont' d)
Maybe | should | ock the door.

KEl RA
Yeah. Good i dea.

Beth LOCKS the door. The key JANGLES, then GRATES agai nst
the nmetal of the | ock

They BREATHE HEAVI LY, scar ed.

BETH
So what do we do now?
KElI RA
Dunno. | guess we just... wait?
Beat .
BETH
Merta! She'll be back tonorrow
nor ni ng.
KElI RA
Geat. If he's still here, an eighty
year ol d woman can chase him of f
BETH
Well. She's quite frightening. She
al nost scared me off.
Beat .
KElI RA
Beth. What did he... look |ike? Dd
you recogni se hinf
BETH
No. | couldn't see his face... he was

too high, too far away. He had a big
coat on. Maybe he was just big. And a
hat, or maybe it was hair, | don't

know.
( MORE)



The |i ght

Beat .

BETH (cont' d)
| need to pee.

KEI RA
It's just nerves. You don't really.

BETH
Mmm

house CREAKS and GROANS.

BETH (cont' d)
It's just the light house. The |ight
house.
You didn't believe ne. Wien | rang
you and | told you there was soneone
on the Wdow s Wal k.

KEI RA
Yeah, because it didn't make any
sense. How woul d anyone get in here
wi t hout me hearing? O seeing.

BETH
Maybe he broke in |ast night and..
hid in the bathroon?

KEI RA
What about when | go to the toilet?
What's he doi ng, sneaking into
what ever room|'mnot currently
usi ng?

BETH
Sssh. Ssh!

KElI RA
(whi spers) It doesn't make any sense.

This place. Ever since | got here...

BETH
What ?

KEI RA
| keep feeling a presence.

BETH
Keira. Don't. Don't even entertain
t hat t hought.

KEl RA
It feels like Wez. Like if | turn
around, he'll be there.

( MORE)



KEI RA (cont' d)
Last night, in bed, | thought | could
feel himlying next to ne. | thought
I could hear him breathing.

BETH
Doesn't that happen when you | ose
someone?

KEI RA
In the first couple of years, naybe.
But now?

BETH
It's the isolation. That's all. It
does things to your brain.

KEI RA
|'ve been hear a day.

BETH
So you think... you think | saw a

gho- -
The RADIO turns itself on.
Beth and Keira give a little SHRI EK of shock

RADI O DJ
...gotta say, calling the 2000s retro
makes ne feel very old...

MUSI C

KEI RA
(alarm Fuck! What the fuck??

BETH
It's OK It's fine.

She CLICKS it off.

BETH (cont' d)
Just a faulty radio.

KEI RA
Jesus!

BETH
It's done that before. When | was
renovating, it turned itself on al
the tine.



KEI RA
That's... not very conforting,
actual ly.

BETH
No, it's not, is it.

BzzzZT. Light flickers.

BZzZ7ZT. The

BZZZZ7T.

KElI RA
(unnerved) Ummm ..

BETH
I... | do know what you nean,
actual ly, about feeling a presence.

KEl RA
Oh. Yeah?

BETH
For nonths now. .. there's been odd
[ittle things.
Pi pe snoke. A Il ot of pipe snoke. |
t hought | was having a stroke, but
that's toast isn't it, you snell
t oast - -

[ight flickers.
BETH (cont' d)

--and | keep losing things all the
time. | put sonething down--

KEl RA
- - Bet h.

BZ727ZT BZZZZT.

KEI RA (cont' d)
The lights are flickering.

BETH
Mm They really are, aren't they? |
had soneone | ook at the electrics a
couple of tinmes actually but they
couldn't find anything wong.

KElI RA
(small) Oh.



BETH
The kitchen utensils have a m nd of
their own, too, they're never where |
left them

BZzz7ZT. Keira WH MPERS.

BZZZZT.

Beat .

KEI RA
Can we stop tal king about this now?

BETH
|'ve been sort of pretending it's not
happeni ng.
But it's got a | ot worse since you
arrived.
| think we m ght be a bad
conbi nation, Keira.

KEI RA
K. I think I would like to | eave
now.

BETH
But you said... we should wait for

the man to | eave. ..

KEI RA
What if's not... what if...
G ve ne the key. Gve ne the key,
give ne the key.

BETH
You want to unlock the door?? But
what if something's out there?
Shouldn't we wait, just until we're
sure?

KEI RA

"' mnot staying here.
BETH

You'll |eave nme here? On ny own??
KEI RA

Li ke you left me, you nean? At | east
you'll see nme go. And you'll know why
I left!

BETH
Do you really want to know why?



10.

BZZZZT.

BETH (cont' d)
I can tell you. If you really want to
know.
Sit down.

VHOOSH i nto fl ashback

I NT. BETH S BEDROOM HOUSE SHARE

Bet h SHUFFLES a pack of Tarot. POP MJSIC in the background,
t hrough a wal | .

BETH
Shadow truth? Three fates? Tw sting
pat h? One card?

KEI RA
"One card'. Everything el se takes
ages.
SORTS CARDS
BETH
What did you want to ask?
KEI RA
Errrm Am| going to fail ny finals?
BETH
I can answer that. No, you're not.
KEI RA
| barely studi ed.
BETH
You al ways do this.
KEI RA
Do what ?
BETH
"Ch no, |'ve done no work, ohhhh I'm
a disaster!' and then you get
straight As and it's all, 'wow, how

did that happen, | didn't even open
t he t extbook."

KEI RA
(laughs) But | didn't! |I've done the
bare m ninmumfor three years. | paid

you to wite ny essays!



Beat .

Beat .

11.

BETH
Two essays, both in first year, and
then you stopped because | was
draggi ng your grades down.

KEI RA
Qoh! I know Am | pregnant?

BETH
(baffled) Are you pregnant?
Maybe a pregnancy test m ght be nore
use?

KElI RA
(sighs) Yeah.

BETH
Is this a joke? You don't really
t hi nk you' re pregnant?

KEI RA
vell ..

BETH
Ch ny God. Who?

KEI RA
Who do you think?

BETH
Sonmeone from work..?

KEI RA
"' m not boning anyone at work.

BETH
You said you were.

KEI RA
It's Wez.

BETH
Excuse nme?

KEI RA
Yeah.

BETH

You slept with Wz? Wen?? How??



KElI RA
A few weeks ago. W were chatting in
his room got a bit drunk, y'know how
it happens.

BETH
Bl oody hell! Way didn't you tell ne?
How did I... howdid | mss this? H's

bedrooml s next door. The wall's |ike
paper .

KEI RA
Maybe you were out, | dunno.

BETH
I|'"' m never out.

KEI RA
It was during the day, you nust've
been at uni.
Way are you pulling that face?
Jeal ous?

BETH
No! I"'mjust... appalled.

KEI RA
How supporti ve.

BETH
Not appal | ed. Bad choi ce of words..
surprised. Concerned.

KEI RA

" Concer ned' ??
BETH

| mean, it could get... nessy.
KEI RA

If me and Wez got together, would you
m nd?

BETH

Cour se not.
KEI RA

You m ght feel |ike a spare dick.
BETH

Vell, | suppose | mght. | suppose

["l'l just have to nove out when the
baby cones. Step aside and |let you
three be a real famly.

( MORE)

12.



Beth FLIPS A

BETH (cont' d)
O four, if it's twns. O triplets!
Oh ny God, what if you have triplets,
ni ght mar e.

KEI RA
I"'mglad you think this is funny.

BETH
I"'monly teasing.

KEI RA
You don't think I'm pregnant.

BETH
(nmutters) Just another story.

KElI RA
Sorry, what did you say?

BETH
Not hi ng! You know what, let's ask the
spirit realm Tarot, is Keira
preggers? WIIl she shortly evacuate
a mni-Wz from her nethers?

KElI RA
Errr..?

CARD.

BETH
The Star. Very powerful card. The
centre, the focus. A gassy giant.

KEI RA
(upset) Beth! What are you doi ng? |
told you this very vul nerabl e thing,
and you take the piss!? What the fuck
is wong with you??

Beth retreats.

BETH
I was just kidding. I"'msorry, |
t hought we were having a | augh.

KEI RA
Ch, yeah, hilarious!

BETH
| didn't think you were genuinely
worried you were pregnant.

13.



Beat .

KEI RA
"Gassy giant'?? What was that about,
t hen? Passive aggressive much?

BETH
| didn't nean it, it was just a joke,
I'"msorry. | am

KEI RA
Real | y not cool

BETH
I know, I'msorry. Don't be angry
with nme, Keira.

BETH (cont' d)
I"'msorry. | can bring you sonething
fromthe chicken shop for dinner on
my way back. My treat?

KEI RA
Way back? WAy back from what ?

BETH
Ch, yes, maybe | forgot to tell you
|'"ve got a try-out shift tonight.
Waitressing for a few hours at Los
Am gos.

KEI RA
The Tex Mex?

BETH
Shall | bring you chicken? I'll be
home by 11.

KEI RA

You can't seriously want to work at
Los Am gos.

BETH
| think it mght be fun. Jo says

everyone hangs out after their shift.

KEl RA
Who' s Jo?

BETH
The girl who gave ne an application
form

14.



KEI RA
(laughs) On ny God.
BETH
(stutters) Wat?
KEI RA
(sighs) Oh. Not hing.
BETH
(0 ¢
KEI RA
| just don't see howit's gonna worKk.
BETH
What isn't gonna work?
KEI RA
You're ill all the tine.
BETH
Not all the tine.
KEI RA
If you call in sick nore than a
couple of tinmes, they'Il just fire

you, y'know. Can't you just ask your
mum f or noney.

BETH
It's not about the noney.

KEI RA
Yeah? Alright for some. | have to
wor K.

BETH

Yes. And you | ove work.

KEl RA
Uh, no |l don't.

BETH
But you go out drinking with your
work mates while I'm here on ny own,
bei ng so bl oody careful, sipping
cocoa like Big Ears the bl oody gnone.

KEI RA
What do you want nme to do? Quit work?

15.
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BETH
No of course not! That's not what |I'm
sayi ng.

KEI RA
Dump ny friends, then? So | can | ook
after you instead?

BETH
What ? No!

KEI RA
We spend enough tine together. As if
I have any choice! GCod.

BETH
Wha. .

KElI RA
Even your mum took nme aside, said |
shoul d take care of you.

BETH
What ? What do you nean? Wy woul d ny
when??
KEI RA

First fucking day, when you noved
into halls. She took ne aside. 'Keep
an eye out for little Beth. She's so
fragile.' And ever since--

BETH
My nother said that? Fragile? | had a
100 degree fever once, she told ne to
jog it off.

KEI RA
I dunno then, maybe she just wanted
to pal myou off on soneone el se. Had
the cheek to | ecture nme about ny nose
piercing and then said, 'Do | ook
after her, Keira.' And because |I'ma
fucking angel, | said | would.

BETH
But | didn't know she said that! And
| don't want you to | ook after ne!

KElI RA
So | just don't understand how you
think you're going to handle
wai t r essi ng.

( MORE)



KEI RA (cont' d)
It won't work out Beth, and then

you' |l |l have another crisis, and |'1]I
have to pick up the pieces. Again!
It's just selfish. I'msorry, it is!

Beth is utterly defeated. Silence.

KEI RA (cont' d)
(sighs) I"'msorry. I"'mjust trying to
be realistic.

BETH
No, no, don't apol ogise. | know you
are.
KElI RA
Just | ooking out for you.
BETH
I know.
KElI RA

| don't want you to get hurt.

BETH
I know.

A coupl e of beats.

BETH (cont' d)
I think... I think I"'mstill going to
try, though. And if they fire ne,
then at least | know I tried.

KEI RA
| guess.

BETH
| better get ready. They said to wear
al | bl ack.

M ght have to borrow a t-shirt,
actually. Keira? Wuld you m nd?

KEI RA
(sighs) Yeah, sure. 1'lIl go get it.

BETH
Thank you.

Kei ra OPENS t he door. Pauses.

KEI RA
VWhat tinme's your shift?



18.

BETH
Fi ve o' cl ock

KElI RA
You got tinme for sonme ouija?

BzzzT. BzZzzzZT. Light flickers.

BZZZZ7T.

BETH
Quija! You... you want to do a
seance? Now? Unhh. To be honest, |'m

not really in the right franme of
mnd, Keira. And it never works
anyway, does it? Not since the first
tinme.

KEI RA
Conme on, Beth. Don't you want to try?

BETH
Umm Maybe t onorrow?

KEI RA
Toni ght. Wen you get back from worKk.

BzzzZzZT. CREAK of feet on stairs.

BETH
Um . .
KEI RA
"Il set it up. 1'Il get it ready for
you.
BETH
Ummm . .
KEI RA
It'1l be fun! And | dunno--

PRESENT DAY BETH
(echo) Keira.

KEI RA
|"ve got a feeling... like it m ght
work this tine.

PRESENT DAY BETH
(echo) Keira.



TI ME JUMP WHOOSH

I NT. LANTERN ROOM LI GHT HOUSE

CREAK!

They wai t.

BETH
Kei r al

KEI RA
Why have you st opped?

BETH
Don't you hear that? It sounds
like... soneone's comng up the
stairs.

KEI RA

(scared) Maybe it's Merta?

BETH
(calls) Merta? Is that you?

KEI RA

(whi spers) Shhh! Don't! Keep quiet.
BETH

Why ?
KEI RA

It mght not be her.

BETH
(calls) 1"ve called the police!

KEI RA
(whi sper) Bet h!

BETH
(calls) They'll be here any second!

No CREAKI NG

KEI RA
It's stopped.

19.



BETH

Maybe t hey heard ne.
KEI RA

W need to get out of here.
BETH

How? Down the stairs?
KEI RA

Fuck no!
BETH

How t hen?? Sprout w ngs?
KEI RA

The scaffol ding. The scaffol di ng.
BETH

What ? No.
KEI RA

We could clinb down- -
BETH

No. It's unstable. The scaffol ding
went up nonths ago, and then | ran
out of noney for the renovation, so

t he worknen, they just left.

KEI RA
Mont hs? That's not | ong.

BETH

It doesn't take long out here. The

salt in the air, it eats through

metal, and the rain, and the wind's

ri pped sone of the planks off--
THUMP at the door. The women SHRI EK

KEI RA
(whi nper) Beth. The door...

A |l ong SCRATCH at the wood of the door.

BETH
Onhhh. ..

KEI RA
The scaffolding, if we're careful,
we avoid the wobbly bits...

20.

i f



BETH
| can't, Keira. | can't do it. |
don't like heights and I"mreally not
very athletic.

KEI RA
W can't stay here!

RADI O turns ON (MJUSI C and DJ BABBLE). They SCREAM

RADI O DJ
(anmongst static) And now a little
classic fromthe past--

BETH
It's OK, it's OK, it's just the
r adi o!

RADI O BETH
--think we have to touch the gl ass.

RADI O WEZ
Sonmeone' || nudge it.

RADI O BETH
Yeah, Wz, that's how it works.

KEI RA
Ch ny God. Do you hear that??

RADI O KEI RA AND WEZ
| prom se not to push the gl ass.

BETH
It's us.

KEI RA
Ch ny Cod.

RADI O KEI RA
["'ma w dow.

RADI O BETH
Just anot her story.

KEI RA
What the fuck. What the fuck. No no
no, |I'm/eaving.

BETH

But the radio, it's talking!

KElI RA
And that's a reason to stay??



SCRRRATCH.

22.

BETH

You go.
KEI RA

You're not comng with ne?
BETH

I want to stay.
KEI RA

Why ?7?
BETH

Because... it mght be fine.
KEI RA

"Fine'!?
BETH

Safe! She wouldn't hurt ne.
KEI RA

" She' ? Who are you tal ki ng about ??
BETH

Gabby!
KEI RA

Gabby? You think that THAT is Gabby??

BETH
| have a theory..

SCRRRRATCH. BANG.

RADI O STATIC in the background.

KEl RA
Is this the tinme for theories??

BETH
Keira. This place, the |ight house..
it's a gateway or a focal point or
sonething, | don't know. And us
t oget her, whatever we are when we're
t oget her, our conbi ned energies--

KEI RA
Ener gi es??



BETH
--maybe after all these years...
we' ve brought her back?

KElI RA
What the fuck. | know how nuch al
that affected you, but that isn't
Gabby!

BETH
It mght be?

KEI RA
It's not!

BETH
O Wez. VWhat if it's Wez?

KEI RA
Fuck! No!

BETH
But you said, your book, you said
that's what you were going to do.
Create a channel. Make contact.

KEl RA
Yeah, but | didn't! | haven't!
BETH
But the intention was there..
KEl RA
Look, I don't know what's goi ng on,

but whatever that is, it's not Gabby,
and it's not Wez!

BETH
You don't know.
KElI RA
| do. | absolutely fucking know.

Fuck this. I'm going.
You' re bl ocking the w ndow. Bet h!

BETH
How can you be so sure?

KElI RA
(anger) Because Gabby never spoke to
us! She's dead, gone, she was never
here! It didn't happen, it wasn't
her!

23.



TI ME WHOOSH.

BETH
| didn't think so either, at first,
and not for a long tine, but now, now
' mnot so sure--

KEI RA
Beth! It was ne. | pushed the fucking
glass. Both tines. It wasn't Gabby.
It was ne.

24.



